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an additional dead weight of ignorance in the struggle
for life-

* I dislike/ wrote Lord Mayo to a friend, ' this filtra-
tion theory. In Bengal we are educating in English
a few hundred Bdbus at great expense to the State.
Many of them are well able to pay for themselves,
and have no other object in learning than to qualify
for Government employ. In the meanwhile we have
clone nothing towards extending knowledge to the
million. The Babus will never do it The more
education you give them, the more they will try to
keep it to themselves, and make their increased
knowledge a means of tyranny. If you wait till the
bad English, which the four hundred Babus learn in
Calcutta, filters down into the 40 millions of Bengal,1
you will be ultimately a Silurian rock instead of a
retired judge. Let the Edbus learn English by all
means- But let us also try to do something towards
teaching the three R's to " Rural Bengal"'

The credit of turning these aspirations into admini-
strative facts belongs to Sir George Campbell, the
Lieutenant-Governor who ruled Bengal during the
chief part of Lord Mayo's Viceroyalty. No one who
Is acquainted with Sir George Campbell's turn of
mind, or who has seen his official utterances on the
question, will doubt whether he was not perfectly
strong enough to have initiated and carried out the
reform without help from the Government of India.
All that the Viceroy had to do was to give him the

1 This was before the first census of Bengal suddenly disclosed the
population at 66J millions.